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Great Miami River Recreation Trail (Franklin-Middletown Connector)

Description

This project would extend the Great Miami River Recreation
Trail from its existing terminus at Baxter Drive (in Franklin) to
the Miami River Preserve Park in Middletown. West of Baxter
Drive, the trail would follow an alignment between SR 73 and
the Great Miami River. The trail alignment would cross Clear
Creek on the existing Baxter Drive bridge, and take
advantage of an existing grade-separated railroad crossing
near the Franklin/Middletown city limits.

The Franklin-Middletown Connector would provide a
seamless bicycle/pedestrian connection between Warren and
Butler counties, and connect with planned trail extensions as
far south as Hamilton. When completed, this project would
help complete a continuous Great Miami River Recreation
Trail system passing through several Western Ohio counties
and regions.

Proposed Improvements

e Shared roadway treatments on Baxter Drive bridge over
Clear Creek

e Shared use path on north side of SR 73 between Baxter
Drive and Miami River Preserve Park

e Culverts at 7 stormwater outlet locations along trail corridor
e Retaining wall (approx. ¥ mile long) near Breiel Boulevard

Potential Issues

e Potential trail encroachment into ODOT right-of-way in
some locations

¢ Physical constraints east of Breiel Boulevard

Lead Agency(ies)

City of Franklin; City of Middletown; Miami Conservancy
District; OKI

Planning-Level Cost Opinion

$1,120,000

The Franklin-Middletown Connector would cross Clear Creek
via the Baxter Drive bridge.

The Franklin-Middletown Connector would provide direct
bicycle/pedestrian access to Miami River Preserve Park
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Crash Locations

Most reported collisions involving bicyclists and pedestrians
occurred at intersections, where several motorized/non-
motorized conflict points exist. The following intersections
experienced the highest number of bicycle/pedestrian-related
collisions between 2002 and 2004:

e Stroop Road at Woodman Drive (Kettering): 6 crashes (5
bicycle, 1 pedestrian)

e SR 201 at Fishburg Road (Huber Heights): 5 crashes (2
bicycle, 3 pedestrian)

o Keowee Street at Webster Street (Dayton): 4 crashes (0
bicycle, 4 pedestrian)

e Main Street at 3rd Street (Dayton): 4 crashes (2 bicycle, 2
pedestrian)

o Market Street at Staunton Street (Troy): 4 crashes (2
bicycle, 2 pedestrian)

Major Contributing Causes

Major contributing crash causes included the following:
¢ Right-turning motorist striking through bicyclist
Through bicyclist striking right-turning motorist
Through motorist striking pedestrian

¢ Right-turning motorist striking pedestrian

Intersection Characteristics

The five intersections each have similar characteristics that
challenge the walking and bicycling environment, including:

¢ High vehicle speeds and volumes
o Low-visibility or faded crosswalk markings

¢ Motorists’ occasional disregard of traffic control devices
(e.g., running red lights)

* Motorists failing to yield the right-of-way to bicyclists and
pedestrians

Lower-visibility crosswalk markings characterize the Stroop
Road/Woodman Drive intersection

High volumes of motorists and bicyclists/pedestrians cross
paths at the intersection of Main Street and 3rd Street in
downtown Dayton
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Top 5 Bicycle/Pedestrian Crash Locations (continued)

Description

This project would implement improvements at high crash
locations to improve bicycle and pedestrian safety and
comfort.

Proposed Improvements

A variety of countermeasures exist to address safety
concerns at intersections, including:

¢ Bike boxes/advanced stop bars: Vehicle stop bar placed
several feet upstream from the intersection, enabling
bicyclists to move to the “head of the line” at a red light;
bike box area includes signage and pavement markings
advising motorists not to encroach into the bike box; right-
turn-on-red movements for motorists are prohibited

¢ Leading pedestrian interval: WALK signal activates 3-4
seconds before the green light for adjacent vehicle traffic;
gives pedestrians a head start into the intersection,
enabling them to clear the conflict area where adjacent
motorists make right turns

e Pedestrian countdown signals: Traditional pedestrian
signals supplemented by a countdown signal displaying the
number of seconds remaining for the individual to complete
their crossing

¢ Accessible pedestrian signals: Traditional pedestrian
signals with supplemental indications with audible and/or
vibrotactile information; intended to make real-time
pedestrian signal information accessible to visually-
impaired pedestrians

¢ High-visibility crosswalk markings: “Ladder” or “zebra”
markings clearly indicating the pedestrian zone in an
intersection

Potential Issues

¢ Due to their absence in Miami Valley, bike boxes would
require an education component regarding proper use

e Leading pedestrian intervals could minimally impact vehicle
traffic operations

¢ Additional crosswalk markings could require more-frequent
maintenance

Lead Agency(ies)

Varies; depends on intersection location and jurisdictional
ownership of roadways under focus

Planning-Level Cost Opinion

$1,000,000 ($200,000 per intersection)

Pedestrian countdown signals clearly indicate how much time
remains for pedestrians to complete a crossing.

High-visibility crosswalk markings could better catch drivers’
attention to the presence of pedestrians in the roadway
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